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of so extraordinary a prince, has appeared to me to
deserve a complete description in an unbroken narra-
tive. It is for this reason that I place my account of it
here a little late, according to the order of time, but
with dates that will rectify this fault.

Various things relating to this monarch have been
seen in their place; his various journeys to Holland,
Germany, Vienna, England, and to several parts of the
North; the object of those journeys, with some account
of his military actions, his policy, his family. It has
been shown that he wished to come into France during
the time of the late King, who civilly refused to receive
him. There being no longer this obstacle, he wished
to satisfy his curiosity, and he informed the Regent
through Prince Kourakin, his ambassador at Paris, that
he was going to quit the Low Countries, and come and
see the King.

There was nothing for it but to appear very pleased,
although the Regent would gladly have dispensed with
this visit. The expenses to be defrayed were great; the
trouble would be not less great with a prince so power-
ful and so clear-sighted, but full of whims, with a rem-
nant of barbarous manners, and a grand suite of people,
of behaviour very different from that common in these
countries, full of caprices and of strange fashions, and
both they and their master very touchy and very posi-
tive upon what they claimed to be due or permitted to
them.

Moreover the Czar was at daggers drawn with the
King of England, the enmity between them passing all
decent .limits, and being the more bitter because per-
sonal. This troubled not a little the Regent, whose in-